
Memorandum 

To: Dr. Cagle 
From: Scott Dills 
Date: 04/21/2021 
Subject: Multimodal Design Project 

This multimodal project was designed to emulate an article that might be found in a young-adult online e-zine. I even started 
the page numbering at page 26 (as though this were an article inside a magazine). The source material comes from an old 
website titled Strawberry Pop-Tart Blowtorches created in 1994. The color scheme is bright and cheerful with cartoons. It also 
contains several “modes” and methods in new media.  

Original website link: http://pmichaud.com/toast/ 

Cover Page (page 26): I experimented with Geon theory, the idea that we perceive things as collections of 3 dimensional 
shapes and colors. I created the logo with the burning toaster on wheels from scratch. It is composed of a background circle 
(grey with black stroke), several lighter grey rectangles comprise the toaster itself, two tan colored rectangles with rectangular 
pink “icing,” several circles were used to create the wheels on the toaster, and a flame shape was pulled (and then modified) 
from Photoshops extensive shape library (Kimball, 201).  

The red enclosure that encapsulates the warning message was a cultural consideration. Most western readers will recognize 
bright red as “alarming” or important. An exclamation mark also culturally signifies the importance of the message (Kimball, 
201). 

Ethics were a consideration. Since this is the age of “Tide-pods” it seemed important to include some warning 
information that was not originally included in the original website (Kimball, 205).  

Page 27: I conducted my own “experiment” with a toaster bought from a nearby Goodwill. This reenactment was completed 
in my backyard according to the instructions from the original website. I did this so that I could update the PDF with better 
photographs. Both photos on this page belong to me. The second picture has an “Easter egg” link to an accompanying video. 
Easter-eggs are a trend in new media (Wysocki). The toaster image used in the cover was carried over into the subsequent 
pages to provide (1) comedy relief (2) affordances to guide the reader to the next pages (you have to find out what happens 
to the toaster???) and (3) Cohesion (Kimball 32-33, 50-51, 130).   

Page 28: A picture from the old website was employed on the bottom of the page because it is a very colorful image that 
makes the page appear striking and it creates a sense of balance on the page (Kimball, 129-131).  

Page 29: The first obvious video link appears on this page. If you click anywhere on the image it will open a Youtube Video. 
The white “play” symbol was included to indicate to readers that this is a playable video (Kimball, 58). I rendered the video in 
Adobe Premiere Pro and added free-licensed music from the internet to make the production both silly and fun. The music is 
credited (Wysocki New Media).     

Page 30: I added more video links and included the cartoon of a melted toaster. The toaster cartoon is the same image used 
on the cover. It was “melted” using the liquify function in Photoshop along with some other graphics tools. There is a 
“button” on this page that will take the reader to the original creator’s contact information.    

Remaining work: I might include some white borders in the background to make more definitive enclosures. 

My questions: Was the design choices pleasant to the eye? Does it look like a fun and interesting magazine that young adults 
would want to read? Can you see a logical flow in my design elements? Does the magazine give you any additional information? 

http://pmichaud.com/toast/




https://youtu.be/5is8T3ywaUA




https://youtu.be/fYJ0Ghj6Gfo


pmichaud@pobox.com

https://youtu.be/zn0gSFhv9OU?t=30
https://youtu.be/LjbJELjLgZg
https://youtu.be/pfrhfMioIj4
http://www.pmichaud.com/wiki/Pm/ContactPm



