
Memorandum 

From: Scott Dills  
Date: 04/13/2021  
Subject: Employing Elements for Document Design (Final Draft) 

In the following pages, my design goals were to create an Art & Nature magazine. The document was built to tell 
a story without the presence of legible words. This was achieved by using Lorem ipsum as the body text. 

I used most of the feedback that was given to me by my peers, though I did disagree on a few points. I will defend 
those decisions in the following sections. I included the original memo at the end of the document to 
demonstrate my knowledge of the terms learned in class.  

Cover Page: The majority of reviewers agreed that my cover page was too “busy.” One reviewer 
recommended that I include a larger picture of Van Gogh on the cover. I think this works well to inform the 
audience that this document is a magazine about Nature and Art. You can now more clearly see the circle of 
trees in the cover image. The trees convey the concept of perspective, which is an important art concept. 

Page 1. I moved the diagram to Page 1. I really enjoyed the diagram and wanted to keep it because of its bright 
colors. The diagram represents Constructivism. The person pictured is John Dewey (the alleged founder of the 
movement). A neat item that I added was the texture in the background. Since the title of the magazine is 
Vestibulem Vitae! I used “Vv” as the background texture (Kimball, 25, 48). 

Page 2. Reviewers noted that the grid originally on page 8 was too small to read. I increased the dark green 
ground so that I could also expand the size of the grid. It is more legible (Kimball, 43-44). I moved the image to 
page 2 so that it would be a prominent feature when the viewer first opens the magazine. It also sets the stage for 
who is the artist under the yellow question mark(?) 

Page 3. A reviewer asked me to “straighten” the Van Gogh image. They also asked me to make room for 
the captions so the words would be more legible. If you notice, the small photos (i.e. John Dewey, Van Gogh, 
John Muir, and Mystery person are all presented in order throughout the document after their introduction on 
page 2.  

Page 5. I resized the chart and moved some of the prose to make the chart more legible. The negative space 
cushions it nicely (Kimball, 21-22). 

Page 6. A reviewer asked for more subheadings throughout the document. I complied. Another reviewer called 
for different font color for the subheadings. However, if you look closely, the color matches Van Gogh's beard, 
and Frida's skin tones. This is another element that adds cohesion from the very first cover page to the last page.

Page 7-9. The blue floating question marks were causing confusion. I tied them to the blue line on the chart to 
indicate that the question marks and the data on the chart were connected. More paragraphs and subheadings 
employed.  

Page 10. Finally, the conclusion. The reader now figures out who the mystery person is. I brought back the 
texturing found on page 1-2, and the increased ground-size. These themes tie the entire document together. 


























